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posterior [edge] surface away from [the cornea] a surface of an 
eye . 

3 . (Amended) The implant of claim 1 wherein said elongated 
member has an elongated axis and wherein said thin elongated lip 
has a central axis and [its] having a portion of the posterior 
[edge] surface removed [forming a] adjacent the central [edge] 
axis and wherein said central axis is co-axial and aligned with 
the elongated axis of said elongated member to position the 
[central edges] posterior surface away from [the corona] a 
surface of an eye . 

5 . (Amd^pded) An implant comprising 

an elongaAed member having a pair of ends wherein one of 
said pair of enas includes a [lip] an external retaining member 
having a posterioljp surface and wherein said elongated member has 
a portion curved 

retaining membery 
located on said 



5lon( 

said curved pqprtion 
insertion intc 
surface away f\ 



To^y relative to said [lip] external 
-d [lifp] external retaining member being 
/member to be positioned adjacent to 



a^ g^»6rally anb^erior direction upon 
to position the posterior 



3)\ 



of an 



eve . 



to pass ythroi 



lid elongated member 
jh a punctum opening of 



imp la 



being formed of 
an eye . 

6 . (Amended 
an elongated me 
said pair of ends inc 
outer surface and the 
[retaining] elongated lip having A posterior surface and wherein 

said elongated member is shaped to pbsition the posterior surface 



::lu?§ 



othd 



of s. 



comprising 

a. jpaiy: of ends wherein one of 
llapsible flared section having an 
id pair of ends includes a thin 



5<i 



A- 



away from a surface of an 
collapsible flared sect 
through a punctum openi: 
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d elongated member and said 
i^eing formed of a dimension to pass 
^f an eye . 




8. (Amended) The implant of claim 6 wherein said elongated 
member has a central axis and wherein said collapsible flared 
section is collapsible relative to said central axis in response 
to the application of a force on the collapsible flared section 
in a direction to collapse the [same] collapsible flared section 
and to urge the collapsible flared section into a collapsed 

position . 

12 . \ (Amended) A punctum plug comprising 
an eldmgated central member having a central axis and a pair 
of ends wherein one of said pair of ends includes means defining 
a collapsibleX flared section terminating in a starting tip which 
is capable of ^ilating,^ punctum opening by urging the [same] the 
punctum opening Vnt^ a s&ubstant ially oval shape and wherein said 
collapsible f lareM secytion is] capable of being collapsed relative 
to said central Ax\s A^Ba-jpergpSntee to the application of force on 
the collapsible/ f la^X&Q s^p^ion in a direction to collapse the 
[same] collapsdJblg :^]N^ped ^ction and the other of said pair of 
ends includes a\ thin [Ve^aining] elongated lip having a posterior 
surface and wherein s^±h elongated central member is shaped to 
position the post>^ior surface away from a surface of an eye , 
said elong^£-era central member and said collapsible flared section 
being formed of a dimensiori to pass through a punctum of an eye. 

17 . (Amended) The implant of claim 16 wherein said 
collapsible flared section and outer edge are elliptically shaped 
and said collapsible flared section is responsive to a force 
applied in direction to collapse the [same] collapsible flared 
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section and to urge the collapsible flared section into a 
collapsed position. 

18 . (Amended) An implant comprising 

an elongated member having a pair of ends wherein one of 
said pair of \fnds includes a shaped distal tip forming a 
[starter] sta:^^:^nqj tip having an outer surface and the other of 

s a thin elongated lip having a 
hin elongated lip being located on said 
ion the thin elongated [tip] lip in a 
ion upon insertion in to a punctum 
posterior surface away from a surface of 
an eye , sai^i-^lonbated member and said shaped distal tip being 
formed of a dimension to pass through a punctum opening of an 
eye . 




UAmended) An implant adapted to be inserted into the 
aning of an eye and be transported into the horizontal 
t.he/'''C^rialiculus including the horizontal sac to 
ilrnbpening, said implant comprising 

having a first end and a spaced, opposed 
^having a predetermined cross - 

irst^end to said second 

tarting tip [includes] 
on having predetermined cross - 
and yJierein the tip insert section has an 

tip which is smaller in cross-sectional 
tNip insert section; and 
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njzluding a, thin elongated lip which is 

er to position the thin elongated 
y anterior direction upon insertion in to 
which is adapted to engage the punctum 



1 



said second &Je0. 
located on said eOfong^^ 
[tip] lip in a gern^ 
a punctum opening %.nd 
opening. 

30. {Amended) The implant of claim 29 wherein the elongated 
member has a slightly angular curve in a selected direction 
causing the second end to be slightly deflected relative to the 
first end for urging the thin elongated lip into holding 
engagement with the punctum opening. 

31. (Arrtended) A method for treating an external eye 
condition due to a deficiency of tears including the steps of 

testing tAe eye to determine if a tear deficiency exists ; 

and 

if a tear deficiency is determined to exist, inserting into 

the punctum opend^3Pi§'"^aNn implant having an elongated central member 

and a pair of |^ds\ wherein one epa of said pair of ends has a 

starting tip And wh>BreiR,^_saj..d^ starting tip includes a tip insert 
I \ 

section having predeVejrniined cross- sectional dimension and has an 

\ 

offset dista|L starting tip which is smaller in cross-sectional 
dimension th^n said yti^ insert section and the other of said 
pair of ends iV^s a/[thii^ retaining lip] thin elongated lip being 
located on said elongated member to position the thin elongated 
[tip] lip in a generally anterior direction upon insertion in to 

a punctum opening wherein tne starting tip dilates and passes 
through the punctum opening and into the canaliculi interior of 
an eye to occlude the punctum \opening and the vertical portion of 
the canaliculus. 
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Please add new claims 32 though 37: 
'V^-'*^ A [punctum plug comprising 

an elongated central member having a central axis and a pair 
of ends wherea\n one of said pair of ends includes an enlarged 
annular shaped\ sect ion terminating in a starting tip wherein said 
starting tip irJberted into a punctual opening and urges the 
punctual_openingr into a dilated punctual opening capable of 
receiving and be^Lng f urtji€^'~~liilated by said enlarged annular 
shaped section i^ re-i^onse toj the application of force on the 
elongated centralV^ member in d direction to urge the enlarged 
annular shape^/ seqtion thro^agh the dilated punctual opening, said 
elongated c^tral ^ember ^d said enlarged annular shaped section 

nctual of an eye. 
id opening and 

the othfer of said Asaii/ of en^ includes y^n external retaining 
membeq^ 

wherein said enlarged 
form of a ^relatively rigid 



being forijjfed 

./ The punctu 



anm 
fla: 



-ed 



2Cti 



The pi 
shaped 



\ 



pluta of cla'im 3 2 



anmjilar shaped aA^^ j/fSn is \Ln the form 
section . 

JB-ei The punctuTtX plug 
annular shaped section is co: 
edge to facilitate passage of 



lerein said enlarged 
f a conical shaped flared 



3 2 wherein said enlarged 
haped having a rounded outer 
d enlarged annular shaped 
ctum opening, 
aim 3 2 wherein said enlarged 
annular shaped section has one sS^de which has a greater slop 
towards said starting tip. 



section through the dilated 
J^^'. The punctum plug < 



